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On page 173, after line 24, insert the fol-

lowing: 
SEC. 7lll. None of the funds made avail-

able by this or any other Act may be used to 
close or relocate a county or local Farm 
Service Agency office unless or until the 
Secretary of Agriculture has determined the 
cost effectiveness and enhancement of pro-
gram delivery of the closure or relocation, 
and report to the House and Senate Commit-
tees on Agriculture and Appropriations. 

SA 1764. Mr. CRAIG (for himself and 
Mrs. FEINSTEIN) submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him 
to the bill H.R. 2744, making appropria-
tions for Agriculture, Rural Develop-
ment, Food and Drug Administration, 
and Related Agencies for the fiscal 
year ending September 30, 2006, and for 
other purposes; which was ordered to 
lie on the table; as follows: 

On page 85, line 15, strike ‘‘$128,072,000’’ and 
insert ‘‘$116,072,000’’. 

On page 173, after line 24, insert the fol-
lowing: 

SEC. 7lll. In addition to other amounts 
made available by this Act, $12,000,000 shall 
be made available to the Secretary of Agri-
culture for the provision of specialty crop 
block grants under section 101 of the Spe-
cialty Crops Competitiveness Act of 2004 
(Public Law 108–465; 7 U.S.C. 1621 note), of 
which not more than 5 percent shall be avail-
able for administrative expenses. 

SA 1765. Mr. KOHL (for Mr. HARKIN) 
proposed an amendment to the bill 
H.R. 2744, making appropriations for 
Agriculture, Rural Development, Food 
and Drug Administration, and Related 
Agencies for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2006, and for other purposes; 
as follows: 

On page 173, after line 24, insert the fol-
lowing: 

SEC. 7lll. 90 days before initiating any 
structural change in a mission area of the 
Department, the Secretary of Agriculture 
shall provide notice of the change to the 
Committees on Appropriations of the Senate 
and the House of Representatives. 

SA 1766. Mr. KOHL (for Mr. PRYOR) 
proposed an amendment to the bill 
H.R. 2744, making appropriations for 
Agriculture, Rural Development, Food 
and Drug Administration, and Related 
Agencies for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2006, and for other purposes; 
as follows: 

On page 154, line 10, insert ‘‘, Cleburne 
County, Arkansas,’’ after ‘‘Montana’’. 

SA 1767. Mr. NELSON of Nebraska 
submitted an amendment intended to 
be proposed by him to the bill H.R. 
2744, making appropriations for Agri-
culture, Rural Development, Food and 
Drug Administration, and Related 
Agencies for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2006, and for other purposes; 
which was ordered to lie on the table; 
as follows: 

On page 173, after line 24, insert the fol-
lowing: 

SEC. 7lll.(a) Not later than 14 days after 
the date of the enactment of this Act, the 
Federal Trade Commission shall initiate an 
inquiry into the retail prices of natural gas 
and gasoline to determine if the prices of 
natural gas and gasoline (both before and 
after Hurricane Katrina), including the price 
of gasoline containing ethanol, is being arti-

ficially manipulated by reducing refinery ca-
pacity, by speculation in oil market, or by 
any other form of manipulation. 

(b) Not later than 14 days after the initi-
ation of the inquiry required under sub-
section (a), the Federal Trade Commission 
shall report to Congress the results of the in-
quiry. 

(c) Not later than 14 days after issuing the 
report required under subsection (b), the 
Federal Trade Commission shall hold a pub-
lic hearing for the purpose of presenting the 
results of the inquiry. 

(d)(1) If the Federal Trade Commission de-
termines that the increase in natural gas 
and gasoline prices, including the price of 
gasoline containing ethanol, is a result of 
market manipulation, the Federal Trade 
Commission shall, in cooperation with the 
attorney general of any affected State, take 
appropriate action. 

(2) If the Federal Trade Commission deter-
mines that the increase in natural gas and 
gasoline prices, including the price of gaso-
line containing ethanol, is not the result of 
market manipulation, the Federal Trade 
Commission shall notify the Secretary of 
Energy. The Secretary shall, not later than 
14 days after receiving such notification, de-
cide if expanded use of the Strategic Petro-
leum Reserve should be implemented to as-
sure adequate supplies of gasoline. 

(e) This section shall cease to apply on— 
(1) the date the Federal Trade Commission 

makes its determination described in sub-
section (d); or 

(2) if applicable, the date of the decision of 
the Secretary of Energy under paragraph (2) 
of such subsection. 

SA 1768. Mr. SPECTER (for himself 
and Mr. LEAHY) submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him 
to the bill H.R. 2744, making appropria-
tions for Agriculture, Rural Develop-
ment, Food and Drug Administration, 
and Related Agencies for the fiscal 
year ending September 30, 2006, and for 
other purposes; which was ordered to 
lie on the table; as follows: 

On page 173, after line 24, insert the fol-
lowing: 

SEC. 7lll. Section 1502 of the Farm Secu-
rity and Rural Investment Act of 2002 (7 
U.S.C. 7982) is amended in subsections (f) and 
(g)(1) by striking ‘‘2005’’ each place it appears 
and inserting ‘‘2007’’. 

SA 1769. Mr. DAYTON submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill H.R. 2744, making ap-
propriations for Agriculture, Rural De-
velopment, Food and Drug Administra-
tion, and Related Agencies for the fis-
cal year ending September 30, 2006, and 
for other purposes; which was ordered 
to lie on the table; as follows: 

On page 173, after line 24, insert the fol-
lowing: 

SEC. 7lll. Notwithstanding any other 
provision of law (including regulations), 
none of the funds made available by this Act 
may be used to carry out section 
508A(c)(1)(B)(i) of the Federal Crop Insurance 
Act (7 U.S.C. 1508A(c)) in a manner that ap-
plies the term ‘‘crop year’’ in a manner that 
fails to take into account the varying cli-
mates of different regions of the United 
States. 

f 

NOTICES OF HEARINGS/MEETINGS 
COMMITTEE ON SMALL BUSINESS AND 

ENTREPRENEURSHIP 
Ms. SNOWE. Mr. President, the Chair 

wishes to inform Members that the 

Committee on Small Business & Entre-
preneurship will hold a public hearing 
entitled, ‘‘The Impact of Hurricane 
Katrina on Small Businesses’’ on 
Thursday, September 22, 2005, at 10 
a.m., in room 428A of the Russell Sen-
ate Office Building. 

f 

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO 
MEET 

COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE, NUTRITION, AND 
FORESTRY 

Mr. BENNETT. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Agriculture, Nutrition and 
Forestry be authorized to conduct a 
business meeting during the session of 
the Senate on Tuesday, September 20, 
2005 at 10 a.m. in SR–328A, Russell Sen-
ate Office Building. The purpose of this 
meeting will be to markup S. 1582, a 
bill to reauthorize the U.S. Grain 
Standards Act. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 
COMMITTEE ON BANKING, HOUSING, AND URBAN 

AFFAIRS 
Mr. BENNETT. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and 
Urban Affairs be authorized to meet 
during the session of the Senate on 
September 20, 2005, at 10 a.m., to con-
duct a hearing on the nomination of 
Mr. Emil Henry Jr., of New York, to be 
Assistant Secretary for Financial In-
stitutions, Department of the Treas-
ury; Ms. Scottie Theresa Neese, of 
Oklahoma, to be Director of the United 
States Mint; and Mr. Patrick O’Brien, 
of Minnesota, to be Assistant Sec-
retary for Terrorist Financing, Depart-
ment of the Treasury. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL 
RESOURCES 

Mr. BENNETT. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources be authorized to meet during 
the session of the Senate on Tuesday, 
September 20 at 10 a.m. The purpose of 
this hearing is to receive testimony re-
garding the current state of climate 
change scientific research and the eco-
nomics of strategies to manage climate 
change. Issues to be discussed include: 
the relationship between energy con-
sumption and climate change, and the 
potential effects on the U.S. economy 
of climate change and strategies to 
control greenhouse gas emissions. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS 
Mr. BENNETT. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations’ Sub-
committee on Western Hemisphere, 
Peace Corps, and Narcotics Affairs be 
authorized to meet during the session 
of the Senate on Tuesday, September 
20, 2005, at 2:30 p.m. to hold a hearing 
on China’s Role in Latin America. 
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